
 

 

 

Party Lights 

The Win ter thur  Co l lec t ion  

 

Founded by  Henry  Franc is  du  Pont ,  Win te r thur  (p ronounced Winter -Tour )  i s  the  premier  

museum o f  Amer ican  fu rn i tu re  and decora t i ve  ar ts  nest led  in  the  nor thwestern  edge o f  

De laware in  the  beaut i fu l  Brandywine  Va l ley .  Known to  h is  f r iends  as  “Harry , ”  Mr .  du 

Pont  was  an  innovator  and a  leader  in  fa rming ,  garden ing,  a r t ,  and  an t ique  co l lec t ing .  

He was  remembered fond ly  fo r  h is  sk i l l s  as  the  u l t imate  hos t  a t  met icu lous ly  p lanned 

par t ies  and count ry  weekends .  Some o f  Har ry ’s  f r iends  who a t tended Win ter thur  

weekends  were Brooke As tor ,  Dor is  Duke,  Jack ie  Kennedy and Pr ince Rain ie r .  Har ry  

unders tood the  impor tance o f  every  deta i l  o f  h is  par t ies  f rom f lowers  to  the menu in  

c rea t ing  a  comfor tab le  and inv i t ing  ambience.  No doubt  add ing the  r igh t  tab le  lamp or  

chande l ie r  he lped to  c reate  a  warm a tmosphere.   

For  more  than  twenty  years ,  Cur rey  & Company has  par tnered w i th  Winter thur  to  c ra f t  

l i gh t ing ,  fu rn i tu re  and rugs  insp i red  by Mr .  du Pont ’s  co l lec t ions  and f rom the  r i ch  

a rch ives  housed in  the i r  l i b ra ry .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  A lex i s  Tab le  Lamp                                    Jacque l i ne  Tab le  Lamp               



Hand-pa in ted  s ty l i zed f lo ra l  mot i f s  grace porce la in  lamps A lex is  and Jacque l ine  as  a  

t r ibu te  to  Mr .  du Pont ’s  love o f  f lowers .  Des ign insp i ra t ion  was found in  the 1881 

ed i t ion  o f  the  h igh ly  in f luent ia l  book  Suggest ions  in  F lo ra l  Des ign  by  Freder ick  E.  

Hu lme,  an  Eng l i sh  d rawing ins t ruc to r  and amateur  botan is t .  The book  is  housed in  the  

Winte r thur  l ib ra ry .   The in tended use o f  these des igns  was fo r  wa l lpaper ,  carpe ts ,  t i l es  

and any  sur face in  need o f  decora t ion .  Tom Caldwe l l ,  VP o f  Cur rey ’s  Des ign  

Depar tment ,  beaut i fu l l y  in te rp re ted these f lo ra l  insp i ra t ions  in to  modern  l igh t ing .  

Se lec t ing  h is tor ica l l y  accura te  fu rn ish ings was impera t ive  to  Mr .  du Pont .  A charming  

co lon ia l–s ty le  chandel ie r  hang ing in  the  per iod Gray  Room a t  Win te r thur  was  the  

insp i ra t ion  fo r  the  s imple ,  wrought - i ron  B lackwe l l  Chande l ie r .  The tex tu red ,  hand-

app l ied  Mo lé  B lack  f in ish  and c r imped cand le  cups  add a  rus t i c  e lement  to  the  l igh t  

f i x tu re .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                    B lackwe l l  Chande l ie r                                       Mon tmorenc i  Chande l ie r  

The Montmorenc i  Chande l ie r  was  named a f ter  an 1822 house in  War ren  County ,  Nor th  

Caro l ina  where Mr .  du Pont  purchased and t ranspor ted to  Winter thur  a  g rand,  c i rcu la r  

s ta i rcase wh ich  is  ins ta l led  in  the  1902 w ing  o f  the  house.  A  wa l l  sconce loca ted  in  the  

Empi re  Par lour  was  the insp i ra t ion  fo r  th is  s t r i k ing  chande l ie r .  Unusua l  corkscrew 

cab les  and a  Span ish  Gi l t  f in i sh  g ive  th is  four  l igh t  chande l ie r  a  d is t inc t i ve  European 

fee l .  

 


